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A Warning F rom An 
Unexpected Source 


Here is an article written by David Lawrence, | 


Editor-in-Chief of U. S. News and World Report 
of Washington, D. C. It appeared in the April 2, 
1954, issue of that magazine. When the secular 
world begins to notice the Church’s “slip showing,” 


it is high time for the Church to make some “re- 
adjustments.” | 


66 
Keep The Churches Out Of Politics 
By David Lawrence 


Christianity is the dominant religion of America, 
but-the basic principle of our constitutional system 
is to keep Church and State separate. 


Lately some of the national church organizations 
have begun to meddle in politics. If the trend is 
not arrested, it can only lead to a loss of faith in 
churches and in clergymen who profess to teach 
Christianity. 


It has become commonplace to pick up the Mon- 
day morning newspapers and read sermons vehe- 
mently attacking persons who are conspicuous in 
the political polemics of our day. The press associa- 
tions eagerly transmit to newspapers from coast to 
coast the invectives of partisan spleen that come 
from the pulpits. Some clergymen seem more inter- 
ésted in making headlines than in making Christians 
obedient to Christian principles in their everyday 


life. 


It is a truism of our times that politics would be 
‘cleaner and the controversies in governmental affairs 
which cause so much emotional furore would be 
dissolved if men who become protagonists would 
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surrender themselves to the will of God and be 


guided in paths of truth and human love. 


For the decay in present-day morals and the 
deterioration ef moral_ principle in governments 
throughout the world is perhaps due to the fact that 
many clergymen have been grossly negligent in their 


.. devotion to spiritual tasks. They have been diverted 
- from their real duty. They have not fulfilled their 


true mission. They have become controversialists 
themselves—infected by the poison of pride and 
egotism. 


Soon laymen in America will be asking each 
other: “Are you attending a pro-McCarthy or anti- 
McCarthy church these days?” Soon other lay- 
men will be asking: “Is yours a Republican or 
Democratic Party pulpit?” 


How much faith, how much confidence can there 
be in any clergy which allows itself to become an 
integral part of the factional strife of the political 
world? 


As citizens, clergymen may express themselves on 
anything they please. But in speaking for Protestant, 
Catholic or Jewish churches, they ought not to in- 
trude in politics or take sides on political questions 
—that is, if they expect to retain the confidence of 
their congregations. 


A case in point is the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., which has just 
issued a statement demanding that Congress adopt 
certain rules and regulations, which the National 
Council would prescribe, with reference to the han- 
dling of congressional investigations. The phraseol- 
ogy of the document is copied in large part from the 
language of political spokesmen who are making 
partisan use ef such propesals. Granted that there 
is need for such reforms, why does the National 
Council feel that laymen are incompetent to fight 
that battle and that the prestige of such a big 
church organization must be dragged into the mire 
of partisan politics? For the conduct of congres- 
sional inquiries is a political football these days. 
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This manifesto declares that congressional com- 
mittees are usurping “powers not granted to Con- 
gress by the Constitution and failing to concentrate 
on the primary task of collecting information for 
purposes of new legislation.” Yet nowhere in all 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States has Congress been told that the Constitution 
requires its investigating committees to limit them- 
selves to collecting information for new legislation. 
Would the Teapot Dome scandal or the perjury by 
Alger Hiss or the many cases of corruption by in- 
dividuals in Government have been uncovered if 
there had not been constitutional authority for such 
probes by the legislative branch of the Government 
and its committees? 


The manifesto, moreover, still clings to the illu- 
sion that, when persons suspected of Communist 
affiliations or connections have been investigated 
by congressional committees, this is merely an at- 
tempt to castigate them for their “‘personal economic 
and political beliefs,” and not for their possible re- 
lationship to the Communist conspiracy. The FBI 
and the various U. S. District Attorneys have been 
confronted in the courts with the same line of de- 
fense by Communists who have been convicted of 
participating in a conspiracy to overthrow the Gov- 
ernment of the United States by violence. 


All these pronouncements by national church 
organizations can have only one object and purpose 
—to use the dignity and spiritual power of the 
church as an agency to draw church members into 
a political force which shall mobilize public opinion 
on a question of governmental procedures. 


Is it advisable for large church organizations, as 
such, to enter the political field? Wouldn’t it be 
better if they taught us more about Christian philos- 
ophy and inspired us by their example to settle the 
conflicts within everyday America by reason instead 
of by emotion, by truth instead of by slander, by 
the governing rules of a God-given conscience ? 


This is the time of all times for clergymen to 
teach Christianity and not to become sinners them- 
selves in the unmoral precincts of present-day 
politics, 


The Christian And 
The H-Bomb | 


The spectacular and awesome destruction caused 
by the H-bomb has spread consternation across the 
world and in its repercussions are demands for its 
outlawing on the one hand and feverish requests for 


“peace conferences” on the other. Even some sec- 
tions of the liberal Christian press are devoting space 
to the same type of reaction—fear of the physical 
and material destruction envisioned. 


On the other hand, the Christian’s chief concern 
is, or should be found in the words of our Lord: 
“And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of 
them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do. But I forewarn you whom 
ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed 
hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, 
Fear him.” 


The worldling fears the destruction of life and 
material values. These take precedence with him. 
He lives and works for the things ‘“‘which are seen.” 


The Christian’s first consideration is the knowing 
of Him Who transfers our citizenship to eternity 
with Him, and his chief desire is to bring others into 
a similar relationship. He looks at the “things which 
are not seen,” because they are eternal, and temporal 
considerations assume their rightfully minor place 
in his thinking. 


To the worldling the H-bomb bespeaks terror. | 


To the Christian the reaction is a reverent, “So 
What ?”. Not that the Christian is not concerned 
about world affairs; he is a poor Christian who does 
not take an active and sympathetic interest in such 
things, but from an entirely different standpoint 
and for an entirely different reason. Long before 
the H-bomb, or any other means of mass destruc- 
tion had been developed, the Christian, reading 
and believing his Bible, knew that this world is 
ultimately destined for complete destruction. He 
accepts this as a fact, not to be avoided but to be 
prepared for, and also as.a fact, the knowledge of 
which entails the gravest responsibility, — the 
responsibility to help men to know the way of 
eternal life. 


It is not the primary duty of the Christian, or 
of the Church to try to save civilization, or the 
social order. Rather primacy must be given to the 
redemption of the individual, for it is redeemed men 
and women who have a beneficial influence on the 
world in which they live. 


But, God’s Word plainly teaches the cataclysmic 
and climactic termination of this world as we know 
it and it could well be brought about by man 
himself. God, in His mercy and grace continues to 
give men the opportunity to repent and believe, but: 
“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 
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with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up. - - - Wherefore, 
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be dili- 
gent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot, and blameless.” 


The question at stake is one of perspective and 
when men’s hearts are failing them for fear of the 
things which they see coming upon the earth, it is 
the Christian who should demonstrate that quiet 
confidence and peace of heart which comes alone 
from the indwelling Christ. 


Why be such incurable optimists? Because we 
look for a city which hath foundations, whose 


builder and maker is God. —L.N.B. 


Servant Or 
Frankenstein? 


It is our considered judgment that a co-operative 
organization within the framework of Protestantism 
is a necessity. The National Council of Churches 
was organized for this useful purpose and we think 
many of the activities of the Council have been 
eminently worth while. 


At the same time, we are concerned that the 
National Council shall be the servant of the co- 
operating denominations and not the arbiter and 
master of denominational planning. 


Despite the protestations of some of its leaders 
that the National Council has no ambition to be- 
come a super-church there is mounting evidence 
that the Council, through its multiplied and ever 
multiplying agencies and boards, is increasingly ac- 
tive in preparing and sending down to the churches 
standardized programs in every department of 
church activity. More and more the National Coun- 
cil is outlining what shall and shall not be done. 
This is the work of professional secretaries, useful 
perhaps but only too often far removed from prac- 


tical evangelical realities. 


According to a release just received from the 
headquarters of the National Council, the Board of 
that organization has established a budget for 1954 
which calls for an expenditure of $9,461,290 and 
all who are associated with the denominational 
Boards know that the Council’s own agencies are 
constantly asking for grants in addition, directly 
from the denominational Boards. 


Unless the denominations, by virtue of which the 
Council exists, assert and reassert their independence 
and their constant supervision and veto, it is but a 


matter of a few years until the supposed servant of 


Protestantism shall rise up as a Frankenstein mon- 
ster to assume control of the institutions which 


brought it into being. 


Ecumenical vision and a co-operative spirit can 
prove a blessing when properly directed and con- 
trolled. On the other hand, ecumenicity which be- 


Jesus said “Suffer the little Children’’-but He didn't say “Let 
them suffer.”’ 


It's up to You! 


THERE ARE MANY BURDENED 


REFUGEES 
ORPHANS 
CHURCHES 
THAT ARE LOOKING TO YOU 
FOR HELP 


“Bean ye one another's burdens” 


GIVE THROUGH YOUR CHURCH TO 


THE EASTER OFFERING 


FOR OVERSEAS RELIEF AND INTERCHURCH AID 


BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS * 
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comes visionary, and a desire for co-operation which 
ands in surrendering spiritual initiative and meekly 
accepting that which is handed down from the 
Olympian heights of an entrenched ecclesiastical 
yureaucracy, is something to be both feared and 
resisted. 


It remains to be seen whether present trends are 
-o be stopped short by those who should control, or 
whether that which originated as a servant shall 
take to itself the prerogatives of a ‘master. 


—L.N.B. 


From London Again 


Christians in America are becoming increasingly 
aware that something tremendous is taking place in 
London. A city and a nation are being stirred for 
God. The editor of one of England’s outstanding 
political reviews has stated that for the first time 
in generations religion is the subject of conversation 
in high circles and low and that it is now easy to 
talk with others on the subject, something impos- 
sible only five short weeks ago. 


Last week the Archbishop of Canterbury enter- 
tained Mr. Graham at tea and for an hour the 
conversation centered on what God is already doing 
there in England. The Archbishop is particularly 
impressed with the careful follow-up system used 
by the team and commented that he was hearing 
favorable reports on every hand of the effects al- 
ready noted in the Church of England. Other lead- 
ers in the nonconformist churches report the same 
thing. 


Writing in the Sunday Chronicle Dr. Leslie D. 
Weatherhead, famous writer and preacher, under 
the heading: “THANK GOD FOR BILLY GRAHAM,” 
wrote as follows: 


Dr. Leslie Weatherhead Says: 


Thank God For Billy Graham! 


(He’s Succeeding Where So 
Many Of Us Have Failed) 


I had heard some pretty grim stories about 
American evangelists and hot-gospellers. I was 
shown recently some actual photograp':; taken in 
the Southern States of people in various states of 
hysteria after revival services. 


I remembered one of a woman supposed to be 
encouraging a snake to try to bite her, in order to 
rrove that she was divinely protected. 


There is no nonsense of this sort about Billy 
(;raham’s crusade. Immense preliminary work in 
terms of prayerful preparation and a plan of cam- 


_ paign was done, beginning almost a year ago. 


Counsellors, who are to deal with converts, have 
bad seven weeks’ training beforehand and, what 
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WHERE THERE’S YOUR WILL 


THERE'S A 


From your legacy of Christ’s saving grace 
to you—perhaps you, too, will want to 
make a bequest. A bequest in your legal will 
that someday will help lead thousands of 
unchurched people in our Southland into the 
Way; thereby making your money immortal 
as a gift that lives—and loves—after you. 
There’s the Way in your will. 


WRITE TODAY 
FOR 
COMPREHENSIVE 
BOOKLET 

“Facing the Future 


with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. Dept. 3 Atlanta, Ga. 


pleased me immensely, follow-up work is set in 
hand at once. 


Reverent 


A person who registers his desire to become a 


Christian is not only prayed with, encouraged and © 


advised. He is visited by a “counsellor” within 48 
hours. 


His minister, if he has one, is told about 
him. If he has no minister, he may state the 
church with which he -would like to be linked 
up, and on Sundays, when no meetings are 
held at Harringay, he is exhorted to attend 
his own church. 


The service I attended recently was quiet and rever- 
ent. There was magnificent singing by a choir of 
over a thousand. Scripture was read as it is in any 
church. 


A soloist sang to us very teautifully, and then 
11,000 people listened for 40 minutes to a sermon 
which Billy Graham would—lI fancy—be the last 
to call extraordinary. The preacher, whose voice is 
powerful, but easy on the ear, is intense- but not 
emotional. 


There is not the faintest effort to pile up emotion 
by sentimental: stories and “‘sob stuff.” The end of 
the sermon was a hard-hitting, plainly spoken invi- 


tation to accept God’s forgiveness and begin a new 


life with Christ. 
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“This,” said the preacher, “is the moment you 
have been waiting for. Don’t put it off. It may 
never come again. You can find peace of mind, a 
new life in Christ: life with a meaning and a pur- 
pose.” 


I liked that. I think if I had not been a Christian, 
I should have joined the 400 people who went into 
a draughty annex to be told what to do next. 


I can’t understand the hostile critics. What does 
finance matter if men and women are finding at 
last what Christianity is about, and what it can do? 


And what does fundamentalist theology matter 
compared with gathering in the people we have all 


missed, and getting them to the point of decision! 


Theology comes much later. 


Hungry 


In the meantime [I want to pray for Billy Gra- 
ham and the converts he is reaching. I want to 
tharfk God that he is succeeding where so many of 
us have failed. 


, e 
Let the critics go and listen without prejudice. 


God may use this man and his devoted team to do 
what nearly every thinking person knows needs 
doing more than anything else in this spiritually 
hungry and restless land; kindle a revival that will 
sweep Britain and alter incredibly the aspect of 
every grim problem that now affrights us.’ 


Again this JOURNAL would bespeak for Mr. Gra- 
ham and the members of his team; for the com- 
mittee of British clergymen and laymen; and for 
all the clergy and Christians of England, our earnest 
and constant support in prayer. Mr. Graham is 
carrying a daily preaching responsibility at Har- 
ringay and before various groups in London, which 
entails a physical strain no human can carry alone. 
Also, -he carries a crushing load of spiritual. and 
other responsibilities. This is not the work of one 
man, or of a group of men. It is the work of God’s 
Holy Spirit, but God is being pleased to honor His 
Word as it is being so faithfully preached by his 
servant and his associates. Let us all pray daily for 
such an outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all en- 
gaged in this work, and on all who come under this 
ministry, that the entire course of history may be 
changed. 


Let us PRAY to that end. 


GOWN S 
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Church Furniture - Stoles 
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A Layman’s Views 
On The Merger 


By Kenneth S. Keyes 


A NEW 24-PAGE BOOKLET WITH CHARTS 
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ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
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From a North Carolina Layman: 


Enclosed check for renewal subscription. I al- 
ways look forward to, and thoroughly enjoy, the 
reading of the Journal each week. The information 
I get from it is very helpful indeed; but best of all 
is the fine job you are doing in your efforts to keep 
our beloved Church from being swallowed up in 
a union with the Northern Church. 


From Pennsylvania—a lady member of the U.S. A. 
Church: 


Enclosed find check for renewal of my subscrip- 
tion to the Journal. [ think it is fine—helpful, in- 
spiring, informing. 

From Virginia—A Presbyterian U.S. Minister: 


Enclosed find check for renewal. I am delighted 
by the careful and righteous fight you are making 
for the glory of God. My daily prayer is that God’s 
will be done in the matter. 


From an irate North Carolina layman: 


Sirs: This is to notify you to remove my name 
from your mailing list. Discontinue mailing to me 
the weekly paper and other materials which emanate 
from your office and'allied organizations. (Whew! 


—KEd.) 
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His Image 


Past - Present And Future 


By J. Park McCattuiz, PH.D. 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


God, our Creator, made man in His own image. 
Man was created, not evolved from the animals. 
He was made from the dust of the earth, even as 
the animals were, and after the animals were cre- 
ated. It is as if God made all other kinds of beings, 
fish, fowl, insects, microbes, bacteria, virus—every 
living thing after many different patterns, some 
vertebrate, some mammals, each after its kind, and 
at last said, ““Let us make man in our own image, in 
our likeness,” and gave him a body, a soul, and a 
spirit, even a [‘rinity in the likeness of the triune 
God, with the priceless privilege of free choice, and 
the ability to know and have fellowship with God. 
None of the animals have this distinction, this great 
destiny. Man is not kin to the animals. No help, 
meet for man, was found by Adam among the ani- 
mals. Man could talk, they could not. Man could 
think and reason and laugh and have perfect fellow- 
ship with God, they could not. Man could build a 
fire, cook his food, invent instruments, form an al- 
phabet and writing, search out the wonders of na- 
ture, peer into the heavens above, predict an eclipse, 
find out the form of the earth, the solar system, the 
Milky Way, the galaxies of the heavens and their 
composition, the animals could not. Man could delve 
into the treasures of the earth, circumnavigate the 
globe, see the invisible with miscroscopes, as well as 
the infinitely distant with telescopes, they could not. 
Finally, in his eternal search for truth, for facts, for 
causes, he split the atom of uranium, the heaviest of 
the elements, and at last has unlocked the secret of 
the sun’s energy by the creation of thermo-nuclear 
energy, from hydrogen, the lightest of the elements, 
the fusion of atoms, as well as the fission of atoms, 
and, in the hydrogen bomb, has made possible the 
destruction of the world in which he lives. Man is 
as far above the animals as the angels are above 
man. But the greatest difference between man and 
the animals is that he can worship God, and no 
animal can. They don’t recognize their Creator; 
they can’t pray, but man can. 


Ten years ago [ taught to the Bible Class for men 
at the First Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., the Book of Genesis and I made an address 
on Creation versus Evolution. I wrote it out, cover- 
ing twenty pages, and I summed it all up by giving 
‘welve ways in which Evolution fails to explain the 
“acts. 


_ Twelve Failures Of Evolution To 
_-ixplain The Facts Such As: 


1. The existence of the material universe. 
2. The origin of mechanical and chemical energy. 
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3. The spontaneous generation of life from dead 
matter. 

. How one-celled protozoa ever changed into 
the many-celled animals. 

. The transmutation of species. 

. That any one species has fundamentally 
changed throughout the centuries of life. 

. That “natural selection” and “the survival of 
the fittest” have evolved species, or that “‘ac- 
quired characteristics” are hereditary. 

8. That one cell can produce cells different from 

itself in function. 
9. Bridging the gap between cold-blooded reptiles 
and warm-blooded animals. 

10. Producing one missing link between man and 

apes or between any two distinct species. 

11. Explaining some form of mentality in all ani- 

mal life. | 

12. Explaining the existence of intelligence, ra- 

tional power, and spiritual inclination in 
man. 


Ata 


Thus Evolution has failed from beginning to end. 
In the beginning God created man in His own 
image. This is In His Image in the Past. . 


But there is still a greater sense in which we are 
In His -Image in the present. Our fore-parents, 
Adam and Eve, lost the perfect image of God and 
left all their descendents dead in trespasses and sins. 
Some folks don’t like the doctrine of original sin, 
that we are born in a lost condition, and that every 
human being needs to be born again. But like it or 
not, this is the teaching of Scripture. Our Lord said 
to one of the most religious men of His day, Nico- 
demus, the ruler and teacher in Israel, “You must 
be born again,’ and Paul says in Romans 3:23: 
“For all have sinned and come short of the Glory 
of God.” He also puts it in II Cor. 5:17: “There- 
fore, if any man be in Christ he is a new creature; 
old things have passed away, behold all things are 
become new.” 


We can actually here and now begin to take on 
the image of Christ by the new birth and begin to 
walk in His steps, do the works that He did; in 
fact, said He: “Greater works than these shall ye 
do.” Billy Graham has had more people saved under 
his ministry than the Lord ever did. Five hundred 
was the most He could gather together of His 
converts at any one time after three years, but Billy 
Graham had 535 respond to the call to come to 
Christ at one time at Harringay Arena in London. 
But in His Image means with His character, show- 
ing His love, compassion, sacrifice, unselfish service. 
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Paul said, “For me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:31), 
and again, “I am crucified with Christ, neverthe- 
less, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me.” (Gal. 2:20). I have seen Christ living 
in my friend, Floyd Hipp, our prison evangelist, 
and loving men into the Kingdom of God. During 
the last ten days he won 143 men to Christ behind 
the iron bars. The men saw Christ in him. This is 
our privilege —our glorious possibility — that we 
here and now may become In His Image, in the 
Present. 


But what about the Future? Paul says: “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love Him.” (I Cor. 2:9). In 
Romans §$:18 he also said: “For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compaféd with the glory which shall be revealed in 
us.” Best of all, John writes in his first epistle (3:2) 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be; but we know, 
that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; 
for we shall see Him as He is.” We Shall be like 
Him. 


In His likeness we were made originally, in His 
likeness we can become through the new birth, into 
His likeness we shall be changed at the resurrection 


and the rapture. In His Image in the Future we 


shall be heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. 
Erich Sauer, the great Bible teacher of Germany, 
in his book, ““The Triumph of the Crucified One,” 
shows that in the new earth and the new heaven, 
in the ages to come, matter will be spiritual. Paul 
said, ‘“There is a natural body, there is a spiritual 
body.” Certainly the body of our Lord after His 
resurrection was spiritual. What is meant by this 
we do not exactly know, for “‘spiritual” and ‘“‘body”’ 
are practically contradictory terms. But whatever it 
means, we know what effect it had on the body of 
our Lord. Here are some of the effects that became 
evident: 


1. He could pass through solid walls. 
2. He disappeared and reappeared at will. 


3. He could change His appearance, so even 
His best friends could not recognize Him. 


4. He could eat, or not eat; He had flesh and 
bones; He was not a spirit, the wounds were still 
in His body. 

5. He arose from earth contrary to the law of 
gravitation. 


6. He has the same body today; when He re- 
turns He will be recognized by the wounds in His 


hands. 


Thus in Past, in Present, in Future, In His 
Image is God’s Plan for us, His children, who, 
made a little lower than the angels, will, in God’s 
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good time, be higher than angels, the bride of Christ, 
flesh of His flesh, bone of His bones, even as Eve 
was of Adam, sitting with Him on His throne 
reigning and ruling with Him throughout all eter. 
nity. In His Image, in the Future; praise the Lord: 


ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 


For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson Number 55 | 
The Snag—Sin 


Snags are the fisherman’s abomination. He migh: 
by skilful manoeuvering manage to keep his hook 
free of them, but when the fish takes the bait i: 
will almost certainly run under the snag, wrapping 
the line around it, enabling the fish to wrench thc 
hook out of its mouth. And that is a sore trial to 
any Isaak Walton. The preceding chapters have 
been considering the snags which are inside the 
would-be soul winning fisherman, namely Indiffer- 
ence, Timorousness, Faithlessness — and now SIN. 


And this makes the most effective snag of all— 
Sin. Sin in the life of the would-be soul-winner. 
Not necessarily outbreaking, conspicuous sin; that is 
snag enough. But secret sin; the sin which is hidden 
down in the heart, invisible and unknown to any- 
one but God and the sinner. Needless to describe it. 
Probably that which is referred to by the writer 
of Hebrews as “the sin which doth so easily beset 
us.”’ It paralyzes one’s efforts to be a “‘witness.” It 
even anaesthetizes the desire to witness to the sav- 
ing and keeping power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
One must have an unaccusing conscience to do this 
work effectively. An automobile salesman told this 
writer why he resigned his good paying position 
with the dealer in a popular car to accept a smaller 
salary with the dealer of another make. He discov- 
ered a vital defect in the mechanism of the car he 
was selling—something not known to the custom- 
ers then, but that would sooner or later develop 
trouble, he was sure. He said it just killed the spirit 
of his “sales talk.” It made him sick at the thought 
of setting forth; he was just too honest to enjoy 
making a sale. Thus it is with the would-be soul- 
winner. If the “saving and keeping power” of Christ 
is not sufficient to enable me to overcome my “be- 
setting sin,’ how can I with any enthusiasm pre- 
sent Him to my poor weak friend who is floundering 
in his own sin? It is a deadening thing, this secret 
sin, 


But here, as in every other phase of our prob- 
lems in the Christian warfare, God’s Word comes 
to the rescue. “If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” I John 1:9. “For 
though we walk in. the flesh, we do not war after 


the flesh: (for the weapons of our warfare are not 
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carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strongholds) ; casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against 
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
a to the obedience of Christ.”’ (II Cor. 
10:3-5). 


Missions On The Firing Line 
The Show Must Go On 


(The eighth in a series of articles by 
Rev. Joe B. Hopper, Jr.) 


The train out of Pusan was crowded with GIs 
as Dr. Paul Crane and I took our seats to return 
to Chun-ju. We needed no books or magazines for 
entertainment, so lively were the conversation and 
antics of those about us. But this was nothing com- 
pared to the excitement when, at Taegu, a USO 
troupe including three or four American girls, 


boarded our coach: It was not long before various | 
members of the troup were putting on their acts to — 


the amusement of us all. Finally the boys across 
the aisle set up a shout for the singer of the crowd 
to perform. She obliged by coming down and sitting 
in our section directly in front of us while going 
through her repertoire. As she concluded, one of 


the crowd that had gathered turned to Dr. Crane, 


and seeing he was not in military uniform, said, 
“Say, Ya puttin’ on a show in Taejon tonight?” 
Paul was almost too surprised and amused at being 
mistaken for a trouper to answer. The GI would 
have been equally astonished to know that for more 
than sixty years our mission has been putting on 
quite a different kind of show in Korea. Not the 
least by any means is the work for which Paul him- 
self is responsible, the Medical Center at Chun-ju, 
which has become the show-place for visiting UN 
and military people. Here bodies are healed and 
souls are saved. We could also show schools, Bible 
Institutes, seven or eight hundred churches, and 
thousands of homes transformed by Jesus Christ. 
Even the war has in no way destroyed or contracted 
the scope of the operations of our mission. ““The 
show must go on!” Pray that this may be so, and 
be willing to make the necessary sacrifices i in money 


and life. 
Making Melody 


A year or so ago it was my privilege to hold a 
week of meetings at a nearby airbase in Korea. It 
was a strange sensation to be preaching the Gospel, 
not as a missionary to heathen Koreans, but as a 
fellow American to my own brothers in heathen 
Korea. And it was unique to give a “missionary ad- 
dress” on our work to these men within seconds 
(as the jet flies) of the site of our first mission 
station in Korea, and to be able to say, “You know 
those old stone and brick buildings, American 
style, across the bay the other side of the city— 


well, that’s where our work began; and that big 


drick church with the white bell tower on top the 
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hill in the center of the city—that’s the biggest 
Presbyterian Church in town...” and so on. To 
me the music at these meetings was of most interest. 
Nearly every night the choir of a Korean church 
would come out to render special music. We sang 
hymns which both the Americans and Koreans 
could sing together, each in their own language. 
Early in this war a UN Hymnal was published 
(with a splendid foreword by General MacArthur) 
with the hymns in English on one side of the page 
and in Korean on the other. But the most popular 
musical event was the singing of a young Korean 
girl who worked in a chaplain’s office and who 
sang beautifully, holding those boys spellbound as 
she sang, “The Holy City” and other favorites. 
Sometimes she took the lead in a quartet composed 
of a negro GI who played the piano, two white 
boys and herself. Whether it was some Negro 
spiritual like ‘ ‘Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” or an 
old hymn like “When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross,” these four could make the music. Music is 
an international language, but for Christians it is 
more than that as it binds men into a fellowship of 
praise to the Lord and union with our Saviour. 


A Home Of Peace 


The long road from “home” to the mission field 
is often made pleasant by friends whom God pre- 
pares along the way, about whom our people at 
home probably know very little. In Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, such a group of friends operate the Home of 
Peace, which has become the stopping place for 
many of our missionaries who sail from San Fran- 
cisco to Japan, Korea, and Formosa. According to 
its own statement: “This home is maintained for 
one purpose only and that is to help the outgoing 
and incoming missionaries with their many prob- 
lems. Here they find a friendly, restful haven in 
a quiet and beautiful residential section of the city 
of Oakland . . . The home was built in 1893 to 
provide a place of fellowship for all without dis- 
tinction of race or creed, and it is with this in mind 
that the Home of Peace doors remain open to for- 
eign missionaries and friends of the home to help 
them with such things as meeting trains and ships, 
banking, forwarding of funds, purchasing, export- 
ing, and many other services which face one before 
leaving as a missionary or upon his return.” All this 
is provided for missionaries at a cost of about a 
third of what it would cost to stay in a hotel in 
San Francisco. And did you ever try to buy furnish- 
ings for a house, plus clothing for a couple of years, 
plus food for several months, and store it all (in 
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addition to trunks, boxes, and all the other gear 
of a family) in a hotel room? Here at the Home 
of Peace is a warehouse for collecting and storing 
all these things, and a man employed to do nothing 
but pack and crate missionary furnishings—at a 
fraction of the cost of a professional packer. Even 
more valuable is the fine Christian spirit of the 
home. It is an eye-opener to us all to meet with 
missionaries of various denominations and societies, 
some of which we had never heard of before. Yet 
the object of all these people is the same—to take 
the Gospel to the distant lands of the world. Here 
one meets people who have spent their lives on the 
border of Tibet, or fighting their way over ten 
thousand foot mountain ranges into the jungle val- 
leys of New Guinea. Last year approximately five 
hundred missionaries (including children) used the 
facilities of this home. I daresay there has never 
been any place quite like it. And it is heartwarming 
to be taken to the ship by these friends who bid 
us a prayerful farewell as though we were members 
of their family whom they had known all their 
lives. Truly the Home of Peace is a God-prepared 
haven, for which we all give thanks. (Address: 


Home of Peace, 4700 Daisy St., Oakland 19, Cali- 


fornia). 


LIQUOR 


The tremendous volume and intensity of alcohol 
beverage advertising amounts to nothing less than 
an expensive program of mental coercion. Ramming 
a harmful habit pattern down the general public 
throat is wrong. 


When any idea is forced upon any group of peo- 
ple over and over and over again until that idea 
seems to be a part of the pattern of their own think- 
ing it is coercion. And when that idea is deliberately 
false and misleading, the situation is even worse. 


When over and over again, in their homes, in 
- their places of business, in public transportation, in 
entertainment, that idea is repeated, it will event- 
ually have an effect upon any group of people. This 
is the way men can shape a society and the pattern 
of living of a generation and of a nation. If the idea 
is presented in enough different ways, in enough dif- 
ferent places, at enough different times, it becomes 
a mental reflex in people. It is a form of thought 
control, pure and simple. 


It sounds insidious. And yet that is exactly what 
has happened to the American people and their at- 
titude toward beverage alcohol. 


Over a period of years the liquor traffic has set 
about deliberately, to change the pattern of Amer- 
ican thinking. By connecting beer with the founding 
fathers of democracy, by dramatically portraying a 
beverage that “belongs” as a part of the American 
way of life, by associating the highball with financial 
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success, and the cocktail with social prestige, the 
alcohol beverage traffic has carefully and shrewdly 
forced upon the American people a social pattern 
which is completely foreign in the very conditions 
with which it is paralleled. 


This is mental coercion. Beer and whiskey are 
a part of some areas of American life not because 
of any intrinsic value in the products themselves, 
but because of a clever program of prapaganda de- 
signed to tell the American public over and over 
again, that they do belong. It is a program of propa- 
ganda that spends at least $250,000,000 a year in 


“magazine and newspaper advertising alone. It is a 


program that creates $250,000,000 worth of pres- 
sure—to ram home a false idea and to force a habit 
pattern on a nation. 


There is nothing basically wrong with advertis- 
ing. Advertising is an important part of the system 
of economics we call free enterprise. But advertising 
that is deliberately misleading, that does not tell the 
truth, and that is designed to force a product on 
society, to that society’s detriment, is wrong. And 
when that advertising program, fed by the enormous 
profits of a traffic which capitalizes on the weak- 
nesses and the miseries of men, begins to enter into 
every possible area of human life until not even 
little children are immune to its effects, it must be 
stopped. 


This is not the honest and straightforward pre- 
sentation of a product. It’s coercion, on a national, 
multi-million dollar scale-——Clipsheet. 


Passing Of : 
Rev. Thos. K. Young, D.D. 


Rev. Thos. K. Young, D.D., Litt.D., Pastor of 
Idlewild Church, Memphis, Tenn., and a former 
Moderator of the General Assembly, died in Mem- 
phis on March 23, following a heart attack. He 
was in his 69th year. A graduate of Hampden-Syd- 
ney College, Va., and Union Theological Seminary 
of Richmond, Va., he was licensed to preach and 
ordained by Kanawha Presbytery in 1911 and 
served pastorates in Logan and Holden, W. Va., 
and Covington, Lexington and Roanoke, Va. In 
1930 he was called as pastor to the Idlewild Church 
in Memphis, Tenn., where he served until his 
death. He was Moderator of the General Assembly 
of 1945, and at the time of his death was Chairman 
of the World Board of Missions, also Chairman of 
the Assembly’s Permanent Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


LESSON FOR APRIL 25 


Ahijah Sees A Divided Kin _ 


Deshantiond Scripture: I Kings 11:1 - 12: 
1-24. Devotional Reading: Psalms I. 


If Psalms I was written by Solomon, as many believe, it shows how foolish a “wise” man can be. Solomon 
has been called, ““The Foolish Wise Man,” and it is a fitting name. “Blessed (or happy) is the man that 
walketh not after the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful.” If these words are true—and they are—then the opposite is also true; that, Unhappy and cursed 
will be the man that does these things; and Solomon in his old age did all three, and we find his son, Re- 


hoboam, following in the footsteps of his father. In 
Chapter 10 we are told of the wonders and splendor 
of Solomon’s reign: the visit of the Queen of Sheba, 
who said, The half was not told me; the immense 
amount of gold which poured into the country; his 
throne of ivory, overlaid with best gold; his drink- 
ing vessels of gold; his wisdom, as all the earth 
sought him. His reign was The Golden Age of 
Israel’s history. It is hard to see how a man who 
made such a wise choice; who did so many great 
and good things, such as the building of the Temple; 
who prayed such a beautiful prayer at the dedication 


of the House of God; who displayed such wisdom; 


who was so abundantly blessed of God, could de- 
part from the God Who had exalted him and pros- 
pered him. His story shows us how easy Jt is for a 
man to forget the God Who has blessed him. Hu- 
man nature is weak and sinful, and the heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. A 
good warning to us all is found in the life of this 
king, and in the words, Let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall. : 


I. Solomon And His Strange 
W ives: 11:1-8. 


| “King Solomon loved many strange women”: in 
these six words we have the explanation of his 
downfall. His first mistake along this line was to 
marry the daughter of Pharaoh. He no doubt con- 
sidered this a shrewd political move, one that would 
strengthen his kingdom and give the nation prestige 
in the eyes of the other nations of the world. He is 
not the only ruler who has made such a mistake— 
a tragic mistake. For Solomon, however, it was not 
simply a mistake in judgment, but a SIN, for he was 
violating the Law of God which strictly forbade an 


Israelite to marry a heathen. Then, in taking his 


other wives, he broke another command made especi- 


ally for kings. (See Deut. 17: 14-20) : ‘Neither 


shall he multiply wives to himself.” He was further 


forbidden to multiply gold and silver and horses. 


This folly of Solomon culminated -in his building 


_a high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, 
and for Molech, the abomination of the children of 


Ammon. He went not fully after the Lord as.did 


David his father. David, as we know, was guilty of 
two most terrible sins, but David never was an idol- 
ator; he seems to have never been guilty in the least 
of any departure from belief in, and worship of, the 
true God. It was idolatry that brought destruction 
upon the land. There were other sins which con- 
tributed to the overthow and captivity, but Idolatry 
was the most outstanding of these sins, and we find 
Solomon beginning this inexcusable and heinous 
evil. His heathen wives were at the bottom of it. 
Dr. Macartney has a fine sermon in his recent book, 
“Strange Texts And Grand Truths,” on the text: 


“And A Woman Slew Him.” We might make this 


the epitaph on Solomon’s grave: “‘Outlandish Wo- 
men Slew Him.” 


II. God’s Anger Against 
Solomon: 9-13. 


- Let us remember how God had blessed this king. 
He had not only granted his prayer for wisdom and 


‘understanding, but had given him wealth and peace. 


He had made him the most imposing monarch of his 
time. ‘Solomon in all his glory’ became a proverb. 
Presents were brought to him from the surrounding 
nations. A great many of the things spoken of in 
Psalms 72 were true of Solomon, although part of 


this psalm is only fulfilled in the “Greater than 


Solomon.” 


David, his father, had been tried in the school of 
adversity, and it made a man out of him; Solomon 
was tried in the school of prosperity, and it went to 
his head. He had everything that even a king could 
wish for; wisdom, wealth, victory, peace, honor, 
prosperity. If any man ever justly deserved “the 
wrath and curse of God,” then Solomon was that 
man. He was without excuse. He was not an ig- 
norant man, but the wisest of men, and surely was 
aware of the folly of his course. 


The Lord pronounces His sentence upon the apos- 
tate king, telling him that his kingdom would be di- 
vided. He promises not to do this until after his 
death, “for David thy father’s sake.’ It is a great 
: blessing, i in more weeds than one, to have had a good 
father. 
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III. “Adversaries’ : 14-40. 


One of God’s ways of punishing nations is to al- 
low other nations to overthrow them. Another way 
is for trouble to arise within the nation itself. Both 
_ of these ways are illustrated in His dealings with 
King Solomon, and the Nation Israel. The “‘adver- 
saries’” who arose were from without and within. 


1. Hadad the Edomite was of the king’s seed in 
Edom; of the royal family of that country. Hadad 
had fled from Edom when but a child when Joab 
had practically exterminated all the men of Edom. 
This background would insure his hatred of Israel. 
Hadad and some of his father’s servants came down 
to Egypt where Pharaoh gave him a house and food 
and land. He obtained favor with! Pharaoh who 
gave him the sister of the queen to be his wife. 
When Hadad heard that Joab was dead he asked 
leave to return to his own country. It is no wonder 
that Hadad was an “adversary” of Solomon. He 
had good reason to hate the very name of Israel, 
and he would welcome any and every opportunity 
to wreak vengeance upon those who had slain his 
forefathers. So Hadad is lurking in Edom, with 
hatred in his heart, ready to take advantage of any 
chance that came his way to hurt those who had 
ruined his country. 


2. Rezon, a fugitive from the king of Zobah. He 
gathered a band of men when David slew the in- 
habitants of Zobah, and went to Damascus and 
dwelt, and reigned there. He was an adversary to 
Israel all the days of Solomon, for he abhorred 
Israel. He reigned over Syria, and was an enemy to 


the North. 


3. Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite. He 
was a native Israelite, an industrious and able man, 
a man of valor, whom Solomon appointed as ruler 
over the charge of Joseph. He was walking one day 
out of Jerusalem, when Ahijah the prophet, who 
had clad himself with a new garment found him. 
Ahijah caught the new garment which the prophet 
was wearing and rent it in twelve pieces, giving ten 
to Jeroboam, and keeping two. In this spectacular 
manner he emphasizes what he had to say, i.e., that 
the Lord is going to rend the kingdom of Solomon, 
and that he, Jeroboam, will have ten tribes while 
only two will remain with Solomon’s son. (Judah 
is the large and predominant tribe, Benjamin being 
much smaller, and very often the whole of the 
Southern Kingdom is called ‘“Judah.’’) 


Then he makes a very gracious, but conditional 
promise, to Jeroboam: If thou wilt hearken unto all 
that I command thee, and wilt walk in my 
ways ... I will be with thee, and build thee a sure 
house. I will afflict the seed of David, but not for- 
ever. Notice these words. 


IV. Rehoboam’s Foolish 
Choice: 12:1-15. 


Jeroboam had fled to Egypt—a favorite asylum 
for fugitives—but the people call him back to be 
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their spokesman as they present their demands to 
the new king. They demand that the grievous yoke | 


.which Solomon had put upon them be made lighter. 


Solomon, who had spent immense sums of money on 
his various building projects and luxuries, had 
levied heavy taxes, and had virtually made slaves 
out of the laboring class, pressing them into service. 
The king asks for three days in which to make a 
reply to their demands. 


He first consulted with the old men which stood 
before Solomon his father, and advised a course of 
conciliation: If thou wilt be a servant unto this 
people this day and will serve them, and answer 
thus and speak good words to them, then they will 
be thy servants forever. This was wise counsel for 
Rehoboam, and would be wise advice for some of 
our political leaders right now. What an oppor- 
tunity for the new king! He, however, forsook this 
wise advice, and turned to the young men which 
were grown up with him. They said, Thus shalt 
thou speak unto this people ... my little finger shall 
be thicker than my father’s loins ... I will add to 
your yoke ... I will chastise you with scorpions. 


V. The Kingdom Divided: 16-24. 


The people answered this foolish and boastful 
reply: ““What portion have we in David? neither 
have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your 
tents, O Israel. So Israel departed unto their tents.” 
Let us retollect that this feeling between the North 
and South was of long standing. It had been held in 
check under the wise leadership of David, and the 
glorious reign of Solomon. The tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin had been the first to acknowledge David 
as king, and it was natural that they would remain 
loyal now. 


Rehoboam sends Adoram who was over the 
tribute, and Israel stoned him with stones. The re- 
bellion was now a settled aftair. The people send 
for Jeroboam and make him king over the ten nor- 
thern tribes. Rehoboam assembles an army to fight 
against the rebelling tribes, but the Lord spoke to 
Shemaiah telling him to forbid Rehoboam to fight 
against their brethren. They obeyed this command 
and departed. 


There are several practical lessons which stand 
out clearly: 


(1) That wise rulers seek first to obey God Who 
allows them to rule. In our national affairs we must 
realize our total dependence upon God. When na- 
tions forget God they are on their way to the grave. 
I believe that a godless nation like Russia is doomed 
to destruction. God may allow such a nation, as He 
allowed Assyria and Babylon, to rise to power and 
become a means of chastening His people. (2) Let 
rulers remember they are “servants.” (3) Seize 


every opportunity. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 25 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Our Stake In f; ndonesia 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn—‘Soldiers Of Christ, Arise.” 

Prayer. 

Scripture: John 12:20-26. 

Hymn—‘“Saviour, Teach Me Day By Day.” 

Offering. 

Hymn—“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High 
Fulfilling.” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


This program has to do with one of the financial 
objectives adopted by Assembly’s Youth Council. 
In 1949 some youth leaders in the United States 
became interested in starting a World Youth Fund 
to help with Christian youth work throughout the 
world. The same idea was meeting with popularity 
among Christian young people of other countries. 
The fully worked out plan as we now have it was 
adopted last year at a meeting of the Youth Depart- 


ment Committees of the World Council of Churches : 


and the World Council of Christian Education. 
The overall aim is for Christian young people of 
countries all over the world to enter on a program 
of mutual understanding, acquaintance, and help- 
fulness. Of all the possibilities presented, our Youth 
Council decided to help with youth work in Indo- 
nesia, 


The aim of this program is to give us a better 
understanding of the Indonesian people and their 
religion and to acquaint us with the specific way in 
which our financial contribution will aid Christian 
youth work among those people. 


First SPEAKER: 


In all probability Indonesia is among the nations 
of the world which are less familiar to us. Indonesia 
is an island nation which stretches from the main- 
land of Asia to the continent of Australia, sepa- 
rating the Pacific Ocean on the northeast from the 
Indian Ocean to the southwest. Three thousand is 
the key number to the geography of Indonesia, be- 
cause there are about three thousand of the islands, 
and they are spread out over three thousand miles. 
Several of the islands were strategic positions dur- 
ing World War II. Some of the better known names 
of the group are Borneo, Celebes, Java, New 


and Sumatra. 


A glance at the map will tell you that Indonesia 
has a tropical climate, but’ a combination of high 
altitudes and mild breezes gives the islands a more 
moderate climate than is usually found in the 
tropics. About three-fourths of the seventy-eight 
million inhabitants are engaged in agriculture. Indo- 
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nesia is among the richest countries in the world in 
natural resources, and most of these are yet un- 
tapped. 


Indonesian culture is very old, but not until 1945 
were all the islands under one independent govern- 
ment. For more than three hundred years Indonesia 
was a Dutch colony, but in 1945 she was reluctant- 
ly granted independence, and the Republic of Indo- 
nesia was formed. A great deal of progress has been 
made by this young nation under its democratic 
government, but many problems remain. Chief 
among these are improved health and education 
programs and a:‘sound, balanced economy. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Now that the first speaker has given us a back- 
ground of the geography and history of Indonesia, 
what of her religious life? Four important religious 
groups have entered Indonesia during her long his- 
tory: the Hindus, the Buddhists, the Moslems, and 
the Christians. Today Indonesia is about 90 percent 
Moslem. The only Buddhist following is on the 


island of Bali. Abut 3% percent of the people are 


Christians which means that the Christian popula- 
tion of the islands is 2,340,000. These Christians 
are divided among thirty church organizations on 
the various islands. While the percentage of Chris- 
tians is small, their influence in the life of their 
nation is large, as is true in all other mission lands. 


Each Indonesian church body has its youth or- 
ganization. In some cases the churches are able to 
provide adequate programs of study and activity 
for their young people, but there is a definite need 
for raising the overall standards of youth work in 
Indonesia. The various youth groups are not only 
separated by organization but also by water and by 


long distances. This makes it difficult for the repre- 


sentatives of the different organizations to meet to- 
gether for inspiration and planning. We can cer- 
tainly admire the Christian young people of Indo- 
nesia for their interest in Christ and the work of 
His Church, and we can see why our Assembly’s 
Council wanted to have a share in their service to 


Christ. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 


We have heard that the young people of our 
Church are giving fifteen hundred dollars for youth 
work in Indonesia. And tonight we have heard 
about some of the problems those young people face 
in their work. Now the real question is this: ex- 
actly how will our fifteen hundred dollars be used 


_ to help the young: people of Indonesia? We believe 


it will help in the three following ways: 
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(1) Five hundred dollars will be used to provide 
a Leadership Training Conference for the leaders 
of young people throughout Indonesia. These young 
‘Christians do not have the advantage of Presbytery 
and Synod conferences which mean so much to us. 
We hope this nation-wide conference for leaders 
will grow into a movement which will make con- 
ferences available to all the Christian young people 
of Indonesia. 


(2) A second five hundred dollars will be used 
to establish a Department of Youth Work for all 
the churches of Indonesia. We trust that the advice 
and influence of this department will improve the 
quality of youth work, and that it may be used to 
reach more of Indonesia’s young people for Christ. 


(3) The third five hundred dollars will be used 
for the publication of a magazine for the Christian 
young people of Indonesia. This magazine will con- 
tain program helps, suggestions for activities, and 
items of news and inspiration. This ought to be 
especially helpful in view of the virtual isolation of 
so many of those who would be using the magazine. 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


I imagine we all know a bit more now about Indo- 
nesia and about what our gift to their young people 
is designed to accomplish. We believe that Christian 
young people are especially important to this young 
nation. In the next few years they may determine 
the course of the new republic. Let us pray that our 
small share in that small gift may be used of God’s 
Spirit to help build a Christian nation in Indonesia 
and that the Christians who are already there may 
be zealous in seeking to win others. 


(Have a prayer of dedication for the share of 
your budget which will go for the Indonesia project 
or for the special offering which you take at this 
meeting). 


/ 


Women’s Work 


Guerrant’s Advance Program 


In the Cumberland Mountains of Southeastern 
Kentucky our Church today faces one of its great 
missionary challenges and one of its inviting Church 
Extension opportunities. During the years of his 
splendid ministry Dr. E. O. Guerrant aroused our 
Church to the spiritual needs of the Mountain peo- 
ple and planted the Church and the school in many 
parts of this area. Today our Presbytery of Guer- 
rant, named in his honor, includes within its bounds 
17 counties and more than 500,000 people, the ma- 
jority of whom are connected either directly or in- 
directly with the coal industry. 


Only one out of every ten people living in Guer- 
rant Presbytery is actively connected with any 
church! Here lives a great company of people to be 
reached for Christ. The fields are truly white unto 
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the harvest. The blessing of the Lord of the Har- 
vest has been upon our Church’s efforts in this area. 
While our Church as a whole has a spiritual birth- 
rate of 3% to 4% per year the Presbytery of Guer- 
rant has averaged more than 10% per year during 
the past eight years. 


More workers are needed in this Presbytery if 
the unreached are to be won for Christ. More 
churches must be organized in growing industrial 
communities and in thriving county seat towns. Ade- 
quate buildings for these new churches must be 
erected and additional facilities provided for exist- 
ing churches. A full program of worship, instruc- 
tion, fellowship and service is frequently all but im- 
possible because of inadequate buildings. The need 
for workers and buildings must be continuously met 
if our Church is to meet its responsibility for and 
take advantage of its opportunity in this area. 


The response of the people to our Church’s minis- 
try is most encouraging. Here we have a telling 
demonstration of the fact that wherever Presby- 
terians are willing to go in the spirit of the Master 
and for the purpose of making Him known, there 
they will find a ready response to the Gospel mes- 
sage and to the Church’s program. Not only are 
individuals being gloriously saved and church mem- 
berships enlarged but local leadership is being de- 
veloped and stewardship principles are being ac- 
cepted. 


The selection of this ‘““Advance Program” in 
Guerrant Presbytery as one phase of the 1954 Birth- 
day Offering of —The Women of the Church is 
certainly providential. Through the love gifts of 
the Women additional workers can be employed, 
more people can be reached with the Gospel mes- 
sage, new churches can be organized, existing build- 
ings can be remodeled and new ones erected. Surely 
such an opportunity will receive a generous response 
through the Birthday Offering. : 


—Claude H. Pritchard. 


What The Birthday Objective 
Means To Radio And Television 


The inclusion of radio arid-television in the Birth- 
day Objective of the Board of Woman’s Work sets 
up a chain reaction among other churches. 


The radio work in our own denomination up to 
that time had made steady progress. Production in 
the field of television, however, seemed a remote 
dream. We had enlisted the support of certain foun- 
dations and had started work on a small segment of 
our new production studios known as the Protestant 
Radio and Television Center. 


I was in Mexico City when [ received the tele- 
gram from Dr. Vernon Broyles informing me that 
the women had voted to give one-third of the 1954 
Birthday Offering to the work of radio and tele- 
vision. As soon as I got home I passed the word 
around that our women were behind our work in 
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seen the League in action at home and on the 
foreign field. They know that PTL is doing a 
tremendously worthwhile and conscientious job 
of Scripture distribution and evangelization among 
American service men, and to soldiers and civil- 
ians in Korea, Japan and Formosa. P 
YOU CAN SUPPORT PTL WITH CONFIDENCE. 


“MEN oF PROMINENCE, both in government You can give your prayerful support to the Pocket 
and military service, endorse the work of Testament League with the assurance that this is 
The Pocket Testament League. They have in the highest sense the work of the Lord. 


Help us take the Word of God to a lost and needy world. Write to: 
ALFRED A. KUNZ, Executive Director 


The Docket. Testament, League 


156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YOR K 


earnest. The following actions took place in rapid 
succession : 


The Methodists, supported by the women of 
Georgia, undertook to complete the Chapel-Studio 
and name it the Martha and Arthur J. Moore 
Chapel, honoring the beloved Bishop and his wife. 


The Episcopalians at their terminal meeting ot 


_ the Suwannee Province voted to raise $25,000 for 


a pipe organ in memory of two Bishops who had 
been members of the Board of Trustees of the Cen- 
ter, Bishop John Moore Walker and Bishop John 
Walthour, 


A Georgia Foundation increased their grant by 
an additional $50,000 and a Michigan Foundation 
increased their grant by $25,000. 


The result of this series of events following in 
the wake of the action of our Presbyterian Women 
is that the Protestant Radio and Television Center 
now occupies its new $300,000 plant and has $70,- 
000 in sight toward the completion of its enlarged 
television unit. Pending the construction of this 
television unit the chapel-studio will be used for 
television work. 


Equipment, however, is not enough. We must 
have funds for programs and production. This is 
also provided by the grant from the Birthday Of- 
fering. Half of the anticipated funds will go into 
the Center and half will go into programs. 


We have employed Mr. Harold Seawright as 
field representative in our department of television. 
We have already started simple production. He pro- 
duced the film strip ““Today and Tomorrow” which 
is being used in promoting the Birthday Objective. 
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He is now making a sound-motion picture on Negro 
Work. We are producing a library of music on film 
for local television programs. Complete TV pro- 
grams on film will be made just as soon as time 
will permit. Thanks to the Birthday Offering we 
are already on our way in TV production. 


The Offering will enable us to produce radio 
programs especially addressed to women. Educa- 
tional projects can now be undertaken. A training 
program is projected for the better use of these 
media by our own ministers. The Division of Radio 
and Television is now better able to serve all the 
agencies of our church at home and abroad. We 
shall always be grateful that our Presbyterian 
Women came to our assistance at a critical time. 


—John M. Alexander. 


Goodland Indian Orphanage 


Goodland Indian Orphanage is America’s Oldest 
Indian Orphanage and the only Home for Indian 
boys and girls in our Assembly. It was not founded 
nor established as is usually the case but grew from 
the school in the one room, log cabin manse of Rev. 
and Mrs. Oliver Porter Stark, Missionaries to the 
Choctaw Indians. Mrs. Stark felt that a knowledge 
of a need was a call to service and began this school 
in 1850. Goodland never had a penny of endow- 
ment and down through the years God -has raised 
up friends for this work. Today we have around 
200; Indian boys and girls representing 15 different 
tribes. In recent years the tribes have begun to 
literally flow up to Goodland Indian Orphanage 
and just now there is a possibility that some Navajos 


would like to come here from their Presbyterian 


Mission in Arizona. 


= 
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And right in the midst of all this opportunity to 
serve comes news that we are to receive a Third of 
the 1954 Birthday Offering of The Women of the 
Church. It is such good news that it is difficult to 
tell just what this gift will mean to us. Plans are 
already far along to replace time-worn, much-re- 
modeled Bacon Hall with a new building from the 
Birthday Gift and funds raised by the Synod of 
Oklahoma for this purpose. It would seem that a 
new and better day is dawning for an institution 
whose work down through the long decades merits 
this recognition. ‘“Never has so much been done for 
so many for so long with so little as has been done 
at Goodland Indian Orphanage.” The 1954 Birth- 


day Offering is truly a vote of confidence for us. 


Those who have labored at Goodland have laid 
a firm foundation and the best years of the Institu- 
tion are yet to be. The Indian people are not passing 
off the stage as rapidly as in other decades. So from 
the publicity given Goodland in this Birthday Gift 
will come friends who will support this work in 
the days ahead. Goodland is delighted, humbled, 
astonished and thankful at this recognition. Surely 
Goodland Indian Orphanage is near to the heart of 
God and His Presbyterian People. 


Gratefully yours, 
Oscar Gardner, Supt. 


Church News 


Surplus Commodity Bargain 


A dramatic opportunity for human service has 
opened up in the last few weeks. Surplus commodi- 
ties in almost unlimited amounts are being made 
available to Church World Service free of charge 
by the U. S. Government. The only cost to Church 
World Service is the expense of distribution in areas 
of need abroad, which is estimated at 5%. This 
means that every dollar given to this new and special 
program is worth twenty dollars in food. 


In making this first announcement to our Church, 
Rev. Paul B. Freeland, Secretary of Overseas Re- 
lief and Inter-Church Aid, says: “It’s too big a 
bargain to miss. The Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
must have a share in this.” As a member of the 
Executive Committee of Church World Service he 
assisted on March 25 in the formulation of plans 
whereby advantage will be taken of this unparal- 
leled opportunity. A separate project is being set up 
within the Church World Service framework to 
receive and distribute dried milk, cheese, butter, 
wheat, beans, etc. through Christian channels, over 
a three year period. Protestant Churches cooperat- 
ing in this new project hope to receive extra funds 
sufficient to distribute $60,000,000 in surplus foods 
this year. 
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A goal of $50,000 for 1954 has been set for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., to be sent through the 
Department of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church 
Aid, which will be worth $1,000,000 in food for 
the hungry. Mr. Freeland states that it is provi- 
dential that news of this new project of mercy came 
in time to let the Church know about it before the 
taking of the Easter Offering for relief. “We have 
no money on hand for this surplus commodity pro- 
gram,” he says, “and the only chance we have of 
getting the extra $50,000 is through the Easter 
Offering, which is the way over and above funds 
are made available for Overseas Relief and Inter- 
Church Aid. The people of our Church have always 
responded generously to appeals on behalf of suf- 
fering humanity. I am confident that when they 
learn how far their money will go, 20 to 1, they 
will take advantage of this surplus commodity bar- 


Chas. J. Currie Is The 


New Secretary 


ATLANTA, Ga. — The selection of Charles J. 
Currie, Atlanta insurance executive, to become the 
Executive Secretary of the Board of Annuities and 
Relief of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., was an- 
nounced here recently by Rev. W. A. Benfield, 
Louisville, Ky., Chairman of the Board. Mr. Cur- 
rie is retiring from Mutual of New York under 
the provision of that Company’s retirement plan. 


Mr. Currie, manager of the Atlanta agency of 
Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York, 
will succeed Dr. Wade H. Boggs upon his retire- 
ment as Executive Secretary on September 1, 1954. 
Dr. Boggs, who has headed the Board of Annuities 
and Relief and its predecessor organization, the 


/*_ Committee on Christian Education and Ministerial 
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Relief, since 1943, will remain with the Board as 
consultant. 


Selection of a new Executive Secretary was made 
by the 18-member board, meeting in Atlanta on 
March 16, but announcement. was delayed pending 


_acceptance of the election by Mr. Currie. The 


Board’s election is also subject to approval by the 
General “Assembly, meeting in Montreat, N. C., 
in late May. 


Mr. Currie will be the first layman to head up 
the retirement, relief and insurance agency of the 
South-wide Presbyterian Church. His selection and 
acceptance were based upon his experience and 
knowledge along the lines of annuities, his deep in- 
terest in the material welfare of our ministers, mis- 


sionaries and employees, and upon the fact that the 


Church would in this way avoid taking a minister 
out of the pastorate and placing him in an executive 
position, when the church is already suffering from 
an acute shortage of pastors. As spokesman and 
administrative head of the Board, Mr. Currie will 
work for 632 retired ministers, and their heirs, and 
nearly 2,500 active participants in the Church’s 
Pension Plan. 


A native of DeKalk County, Mississippi, Mr. 
Currie grew up in Meridian, and was educated in 
the public schools there and at Mississippi State 
College. He is the son of James Hector Currie, 
Mississippi lawyer, and Frances Neville Currie. His 
wife is the former Constance Berry of Atlanta, 
and they have two sons, Charles, Jr., now an officer 
in the Air Force at Mac Dill Field, Florida, and 
Rigdon, in business in Atlanta. 


Mr. Currie brings to the Church office 31 years’ 
experience in insurance and investment work, and 
a record of outstanding civic and church service. 
He began work with Mutual of New York in 


1923, becoming Atlanta manager, serving most of— 


the State of Georgia, in 1928. He is nationally 
known in insurance circles, having been for four 
years one of the 12 trustees of the National As- 
sociation of Life Insurance Underwriters. 


The General Council's 
Proposed Budget 


ATLANTA, Ga., Marcu 30 — Approval of a far- 
reaching program of church expansion and develop- 
ment for 1955 through 1957 was among the final 
actions taken today as the Council closed a long 
session, winding up work which had been under 
way in committees for several months. 


The budget, approved earlier in the day, would 
zive General Assembly benevolences a total of $6,- 
174, 075 for 1955. This is $398,301 more than the 
1954 budget approved by the Church’s highest 
court. It represents an increase of 6.89 per cent, 
yut still falls more than 10 per cent short of the 
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figure $6,795,077, that represents the total needs 
as estimated by Assembly boards and agencies for 
carrying on the work of the Church next year. 


Following appears the Budget for 1955 in detail: 


AGENCY Bupcet 1955 
Board of World Missions. $3,050,000 
Board of Church Extension 1,400,000 
Board of Christian Education 535,180 
Board of Annuities and Relief _ 441,817 
The General Fund: 727,378 

Board of Women’s Work __..$125,000 

The General Council 110,221 

Assembly’s Training School 185,000 

Montreat 118,000 

Stillman College 125,000 

Historical Foundation _..._: 22,457 

American Bible Society ____. 35,000 

Administrative Expense ___.... 6,700 
Inter-Church Agencies: 19,700 

National Council = 10,200 

World Council 7,500 

Lord’s Day Alliance... 1,000 

Religion in American Life. 000 

: $6,174,075 


General Fund And Interchurch Agencies 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 


The General Fund 
Auseiiad Askings 1954 Church Year _ $716,899.00 
Amount Received First Quarter 1954... 57,371.51 
Percent Received First Quarter 1954 8% 
Interchurch Agencies 
Approved Askings 1954 Church Year _. $ 22,000.00 


Amount Received First Quarter 1954... 2,056.41 
Percent Received First Quarter 1954 9% 
E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


Davidson Scholarships 
Awarded 


Davipson, N. C. — Ten outstanding high school 
seniors have been awarded the George F. Baker 
and Union Carbide Scholarships at Davidson Col- 
lege, it was announced recently by Professor Brad 
Thompson, secretary of the scholarship committee. 


The Baker scholarships were awarded to eight 
men, with two others receiving the Union Carbide 
awards, 


The winners of the Baker represent 
a cross section of the nation, with representatives 
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from North Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Oklahoma, and New York being among 
the winners. 


The Baker and Union Carbide scholarships are 
annual awards at Davidson. There are only two 
other colleges in the South which have the Baker 
scholarships — Vanderbilt and Sewannee. And 
Davidson is one of two colleges receiving the Union 
Carbide grant, the other being Washington and 
Lee University. 


The eight men receiving the Baker scholarships 
are: John C. Bernhardt, Jr., Lenoir, N. C.; Donald 
M. Carmichael, Louisville, Ky.; Jere S. Carter, 
Baldwin, L. I., N. Y.; Lloyd W. Chapin, Jr., At- 
lanta, Ga.; Arch B. Edwards, Tulsa, Okla.; L. 
Anderson Hamilton, Alexandria, Va.; Robert W. 
Hankins, Winston-Salem, N. C.; and Daniel R. 
Martin, Opelika, Ala. 


The two Union Carbide scholarship winners are 
George F. Kemmerer, Jr., of Bristol, Penna., and 
Ross J. Smythe, of Charlotte, N. C. 


Port Of Embarkation Services 


New Or.eEans, La. — Rev. H. H. Thompson, 
pastor of the Ruston, La. Presbyterian Church, was 
guest minister recently during Religious Emphasis 
Week at the Port of Embarkation here. 


Dr. Thompson has a special interest and warmth 
in assisting in the religious activities of the army, 
for in World War II, paratrooper son, Howard, 
Was missing in action for months before it was 
learned that he was a prisoner of war and safe. His 
other son, William Young, was a bomber navigator 
during the war and lived through many dangerous 
missions. 


Dr. Thompson conducted nightly services at the 
Camp Leroy Johnson Chapel for military personnel 
and their families. 


“The Shepherd Plan” 


New Organs, La. — Gentilly Presbyterian 
Church here has recently adopted the Shepherd 
Plan, first used in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Hollywood, Calif., and since has been used exten- 
sively because of its success in the local church keep- 
a abreast of the needs and problems of its mem- 
ers. 


A Shepherd is a person, or preferably a couple, 
who are members of the church, whose duty it is to 
look after 8-15 families, other members of the con- 
gregation. The Shepherd visits these persons, be- 
comes acquainted with them and helps them to feel 
at home in the church. 


Of the 711 members of Gentilly Church, 54 have 


been asked to serve as Shepherds. 
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Abingdon Presbyterial 


The fiftieth annual meeting of the Women of the 
Church, Abingdon Presbytery, Synod of Appalachia, 
was held in the First Presbyterian Church of Galax, 
Va., on the 29th and 30th of March with 196 in 
attendance. Mrs. James P. Farmer presided. 


Splendid reports were given by the various Com- 
mittee Chairmen. The Bible study of Ephesians and 


Acts was very ably taught by Mrs. Martin Pearson 


of the Galax Church on Monday and Tuesday. 
Dr. John E. Richards of the First Presbyterian 


Church of Roanoke, Va., gave an inspiring message 
on “the Christian Steward,’ on Monday evening. 


The following new officers were elected to serve 
the new year: Vice President, Mrs. Irby Arnett, 
Abingdon, Va.; treasurer, Miss Margaret Vermil- 
lion, Dublin, Va.; historian, Mrs. J. C. Allison, 
Dublin, Va.; Christian education chairman, Mrs. 
Herbert Hall, Pulaski, Va.; general fund agencies 
chairman, Mrs. Irvin Doyle, Norton, Va. 


New Pastor For Hattiesburg 


Rev. William J. Stanway has been elected as 
Pastor of the Hattiesburg (Miss.) First Church, 
to succeed the late Dr. W. H. McIntosh, who was 
recently ‘“‘called home.” Mr. Stanway was assistant 
to Dr. McIntosh and it is an evidence of his proved 
acceptibility that the congregation has invited him 
to step into his former principal’s place. He is a 
graduate of Faith Theological Seminary, of Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. i 


Brazos Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Brazos will meet in First 
Presbyterian Church, Crocket, Texas, May 13-14. 


—Albert E. Ruhmann, Stated Clerk. 


DAVIS 
DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE 


Fourth Revised Edition By 
John D. Davis 3 


A Bible Dictionary is a must for every Chris- 
tian home and every Bible student’s library! 
And for the evangelical Christian that means 
the Fourth Revised Edition of the DAVIS 
DICTIONARY OF THE BIBLE, by John D. 
Davis. This volume is the product of the 
highest of twentieth century scholarship, and 
of one who had the deepest reverence and re- 
gard for the Bible as the word of God. 


Wilbur M. Smith: “The best one-volume Bible 
Dictionary from a conservative viewpoint ... ”’ 


$5.95 Postpaid 


a The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N.C. 
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UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY 


> 


The Federal Government has agreed to make available 
free to Church World Service surplus food commodities, 
such as milk, cheese, butter, beans, fat and wheat for dis- 
tribution to the hungry people of the world. $60,000,000 
worth of food can be had at a distribution cost of only 
$3,000,000. This means that every dollar given to this 
new and special program is worth $20.00 in food! 


Providentially this offer was revealed before the taking 
of the Easter Offering for Overseas Relief, for this is the 
only means by which the relief arm of our Church can 
secure funds for this important use. Previously planned 
advertising was cancelled at the last moment in order to 
inform the Church of this new and unparalleled oppor- 
tunity for which a goal of $50,000 has been set for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. | 


Whatever you were planning to give to the Easter Offer- 
ing for Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid you will 
want to give much more now when your dollar is worth 
20 times that in food! 
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